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Viola's Love Passion Wrapped in a Male Habit
—from Twelfth Night ——

Sachiko Mito
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Viola. It gives a very echo to the seat
Where Love is thron'd.

Duke. Thou dost speak masterly.
My life upon't, young though thou art, thine eye
Hath stay'd upon some favour that it loves;
Hath it not, boy?

Viola. A little, by your favour.

Duke. What kind of woman is't?

Viola. Of your complexion.
Duke. She is not worth thee, then. What years, i' faith?

Viola. About your years, my lord.
Duke. Too old, by heaven! Let still the woman take
An elder than herself; so wears she to him,
So sways she level in her husband's heart.
(ActIl. iv. 1. 21-31)
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Viola. But if she cannot love you, sir?
Duke. I cannot be so answer'd.
Viola. Sooth, but you must.

Say that some lady, as perhaps there is,

Hath for your love as great a pang of heart

As you have for Olivia. You cannot love her;

You tell her so. Must she not then be answer'd?
(ActIl. iv. 1. 87~92)
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Duke. There is no woman's sides

Can bide the beating of so strong a passion
As love doth give my heart; no woman's heart
So big to hold so much; they lack retention.
Alas, their love may be call'd appetite ——
No motion of the liver, but the palate ——
That suffer surfeit, cloyment, and revolt;
But mine is all as hungry as the sea,
And can digest as much. Make no compare
Between that love a woman can bear me
And that I owe Olivia.

(ActIl. iv. 1. 93-103)
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Viola. Ay, but I know ——
Duke. What dost thou know?
Viola. Too well what love women to men may owe.

In faith, they are as true of heart as we.
My father had a daughter lov'd a man,
As it might be perhaps, were I a woman,
I should your lordship.
(ActIl. iv. 1. 103-109)
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Duke. And what's her history?
Viola. A blank, my lord. She never told her love,
But let concealment, like a worm i' th' bud,
Feed on her damask cheek. She pin'd in thought;
And with a green and yellow melancholy
She sat like Patience on a monument,
Smiling at grief. Was not this love indeed?
We men may say more, swear more, but indeed
Our shows are more than will; for still we prove
Much in our vows, but little in our love.
(ActIl. iv. 11. 109-118)
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Duke. But died thy sister of her love, my boy?
Viola. I am all the daughters of my father's house,
And all the brothers too —— and yet I know not.
Sir, shall I to this lady?
Duke. Ay, that's the theme.
To her in haste. Give her this jewel; say
My love can give no place, bide no denay. [Exeut.
(ActIl. iv. 1. 119-125)
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Duke. Be not amaz'd; right noble is his blood.
If this be so, as yet the glass seems true,
I shall have share in this most happy wreck.
[To Viola] Boy, thou hast said to me a thousand times
Thou never shouldst love woman like to me.
Viola. And all those sayings will I over-swear;
And all those swearings keep as true in soul
As doth that orbed continent the fire
That serves day from night.
Duke. Give me thy hand;
And let me see thee in thy woman's weeds.
(ActV. i.1l. 259~268)
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Duke. Madame, I am most apt t' embrace your offer.
To Viola] Your master quits you; and, for your service
done him,
So much against the mettle of your sex,
So far beneath your soft and tender breeding,
And since you call'd me master for so long,
Here is my hand; you shall from this time be
Your master's mistress.
(ActV. i.1l. 312-318)
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Duke. Meanwhile, sweet sister,
We will not part from hence. Cesario, come;
For so you shall be while you a man;
But when in other habits you are seen,
Orsino's mistress, ad his fancy's queen.
[Exeunt all but clown.
(ActV. i.ll 376~380)
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