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Viola's Love Passion Wrapped in a Male Habit
—from Twelfth Night——
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Olivia. Cesario, by the roses of the spring,
By maidhood, honour, truth, and every thing,
I love thee so that, maugre all thy pride,
Nor wit nor reason can my passion hide.
Do not extort thy reasons from this clause,
For that I woo, thou therefore hast no cause;
But rather reason thus with reason fetter:
Love sought is good, but given unsought is better.
(ActIll. i. 148-155)
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Viola: By innocence I swear, and by my youth,
I have one heart, one bosom, and one truth,
And that no woman has; nor never none

Shall mistress be of it, save I alone.



And so adieu, good madam; never more
Will I my master's tears to you deplore.
Olivia: Yet come again; for thou perhaps mayst move
That heart which now abhors to like his love.
[Exeunt]
(ActIL. i. 11. 156-163)
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Viola. If I did love you in my master's flame,
With such a suff'ring, such a deadly life,
In your denial I would find no sense;
I would nor understand it.
Olivia. Why, what would you?
Viola. Make me a willow cabin at your gate.
And call upon my soul within the house;
Write loyal cantons of contemned love
And sing them loud even in the dead of night;
Halloo your name to the reverberate hills,
And make the babbling gossip of the air
Cry our ‘Olivia!’ O, you should nor rest
Between the elements of air and earth
But you should pity me!
Olivia. You might do much.
What is your parentage?
(Act I.v. 11. 256-269)
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