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; where, on a bright autumn morning, there were sounds of music and laughter, and where
two girls danced merrily together on the grass, while some half-dozen peasant women stand-
ing on ladders, gathering the apples from the trees, stopped in their work to look down, and
share their enjoyment. It was a pleasant, lively, natural scene; a beautiful day, a retired
spot; and the two girls, quite unconstrained and careless, danced in the freedom and gaiety of
their hearts.®  (p. 241)

Cricket DEBOBFE & ZOEMOBEHTOHTW % b~ OEL D ITHIIT, EEGE I
Cricket TRIKIEF o 72 A F W EHITO AR —H 4B C, MAOFFT, BUOHE-> 7
DTRBZVWHABTIHEILLEDNDIT L,

RO ZARAL VRO Y A TEME) XIHEOWEILHEVTEET201d, “ADOXK Dr.
Anthony Jeddler T, & 37k % ‘a great philosopher’ & L BT} %, SH5IZRADRD N7

—129—



COEERYNFEELI) DT AEIIHEL V, Jeddler 12 OHOHERELT, ANEFOLD
DDERE LTIRATYS

Doctor Jeddler was, as I have said, a great philosopher, and the heart and mistery of his
philosophy was, to look upon the world as a gigantic practical joke;as something too absurd to
be considered seriously, by any rational man. His system of belief had been, in the begin-
ning, part and parcel of the battleground on which he lived, as you shall presently understand.
(p. 243)
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‘Well! But how did you get the music?’ asked the Doctor. ‘Poultry-stealers,” of course!
Where did the minstrels come from?’

‘Alfred sent the music,” said his daughter Grace, adjusting a few simple flowers in her sis-
ter’'s hair, with which, in her admiration of that youthful beauty, she had herself adorned it
half-an-hour before, and which the dancing had disarranged.

—130—



The Battle of Life

‘Oh! Alfred sent the music, did he?’ returned the Doctor.

‘Yes. He met it coming out of the town as he was entering early. The men are travelling
on foot, and rested there last night; and as it was Marion’s birth-day and he thought it would
please her, he sent them on, with a pencilled note to me, saying that if I thought so too, they
had come to serenade her.’

‘Ay, ay,’ said the Doctor, carelessly, ‘he always takes your opinion.”*?

‘And my opinion being favourable,’ said Grace, good humouredly; and pausing for a moment
to admire the pretty head she decorated, with her own thrown back; ‘and Marion being in

high spirits, and beginning to dance, I joined her.” (p. 243)
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‘Ah! The day was,” said the Doctor, looking at the fire, ‘when you and he, Grace, used to
trot about arm-in-arm, in his holiday time, like a couple of walking dolls. You remember?’ ‘I
remember,” she answered, with her pleasant laugh, and plying her needle busily. ‘This day
month, indeed!” mused the Doctor, ‘That hardly seems a twelvemonth ago. And where was
my little Marion then! ‘Never far from her sister,” said Marion, cheerily, ‘however little.
Grace was everything to me, even when she was a young child herself.’

‘True, Puss, true,’ returned the Doctor. ‘She was a staid little woman, was Grace, and a
busy, quiet, pleasant body;bearing with our humours and anticipating our wishes, and always
ready to forget her own, even in those times. I never knew you positive or obstinate,
Grace, my darling, even then, on any subject but one.’

‘1 am afraid I have changed sadly for the worse, since,” laughed Grace, still busy at her
work. ‘What was that one, father?’

‘Alfred, of course,” said the Doctor. ‘Nothing would serve you but you must be called
Alfred’s wife; so we called you Alfred’s wife; and you liked it better, I believe (odd as it
seems now), than being called a Duchess, if we could have made you one.’

‘Indeed?’ said Grace, placidly. ‘Why, don’t you remember?’ inquired the Doctor. ‘I think
I remember something of it,” she returned, ‘but not much. It’s so long ago.” And as she sat
at work, she hummed the burden of an old song,*" which the Doctor liked. (pp. 271-272)
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‘a real home is only four walls'? and a fictitous one,” (p. 269)
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‘I believe, Mr. Snitchey,” said Alfred, ‘there are quiet victories and struggles, great sacri-
fices of self, and noble acts of heroism, in it — even in many of its apparent lightness and con-
tradictions — not the less difficult to achieve, because they have no earthly chronicle or audi-
ence — done every day in nooks and corners, and in little households, and in men’s and
women’s hearts — any one of which might reconcile the sternest man to such a world, and fill
him with belief and hope in it, though twofourths of its people were at war, and another fourth
at law; and that’s a bold word.” (p. 252)
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‘And duly witnessed as by law required,” said Snitchey, pushing away his plate, and taking
out the papers, which his partner proceeded to spread upon the table; ‘and Self and Craggs
having been co-trustees with you, Doctor, in so far as the fund concerned, we shall want your
two servants to attest the signatures — can you read, Mrs. Newcome?

‘1 an’t married, Mister,’” said Clemency. ‘Oh! I beg your pardon. I should think not,’
chuckled Snitchey, causing his eyes over her extraordinary figure. ‘You can read?” ‘A little,’
answered Clemency. ‘The marriage service, night and morning, eh?’ observed the lawyer,
jocosely. ‘No,” said Clemency. ‘Too hard. I only reads a thimble.” ‘Read a thimble!
echoed Snitchey. ‘What are you talking about, young woman?’ Clemency nodded. ‘And a
nutmeg-grater.” ‘Why, this is a lunatic! a subject for Lord High Chancellor!” said Snitchey,

staring at her. — ‘If possessed of any property,”®

stipulated Craggs.

Grace, however, interposing, explained that each of the articles in question bore an en-
graved motto, and so formed the pocket library of Clemency Newcome, who was not much
given to the study of books.

‘Oh, that’s it, is it, Miss Grace! said Snitchey. ‘Yes, yes. Ha, ha, ha! I thought our
friend was an idiot. She looks uncommonly like it,” he muttered, with a supercilious glance.
‘And what does the thimble say, Mrs. Newcome?” ‘T an’t married, Mister,” observed Clemen-
cy. ‘Well, Newcome. Will that do?’ said the lawyer. ‘What does the thimble say, New-
come?’

How Clemency, before replying to this question, held one pocket open, and looked down
into its yawning depths for the thimble which wasn’t there, — and how she then held an oppo-
site pocket open, and seeming to descry it, like a pearl of great price, at the bottom, cleared
away such intervening obstacles as a handkerchief, an end of wax candle, a flushed apple, an
orange, a lucky penny, a cramp bone'®, a padlock, a pair of scissors in a sheath more ex-
pressively describable as promising young shears, a handful or so of loose beads, several balls
of cotton, a needle-case, a cabinet collection of curl-papers, and a biscuit, all of which articles
as she entrusted individually and seperately to Britain to hold — is of no consequence. {(pp.
254-255)
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Marion iX[F] U { QL LMHilZFE-> T b, TOFEIZ, HFHMNIZ, Jeddler OBFEFTHo7z ‘A
AT vl v AO#ERT, BRICHTIEL B2V, EEIERXDOAREERL TS, 2L T
BHBEILTIOEAIZL > TEREN TV 5, Jeddler 4555 D Hil B ZOEHI, HIoE
EoOMAENBH D, BEOA A—-IUDFHENTW, #0475 % {53 Clemency & Marion A%
2 72 ‘forget and forgive’ DIEH T3 - 72, Shakespeare DA ICEEL 72 & Shh HiEH,
Tempest DT Prospero 2NEL72H D ‘B’ OEMH, AV ZOEMROKEHRE LTHIS
LL7RIEZD FL otRTHo 2,

FIRBEILSEORBETEINT VD LRR7225, 20 ‘BFL° OF T L WEREIDE
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WEHEOBRTEINIZOMBETFEOE=ET, — A Grace DRIFEZ T EHINTHELE
2&9, fERBHED?S, RMETET Marion WL Y HLELICEMHZEIRLESE ) T, ik
BEHCEBHOE B, HOoOBEI A THEETRE, 29 THHTET LY Alfred ¢
SERBIHEND, ZOEVIZOMAERD S L7206 SNBFLY, FIHLORS BOITIIRL
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T, MAKOEELEBET LI T, EEVDP LY DAR-ZAEH /2 20BENE, INET
R %L o 7ol Grace DA VERFEREI L LZ2OTHA ), BewEIL, KIS
WAL 0, EFREANIIEFRE RS Vv, FHREED, BL CLOBRE ( REOBHE
T, FHEBIZIE Grace 1& Grace DE TR D72,

WEOFBORE, 5% Z 5K, Dr.Jeddler & Dk Martha & DRFEDOHFIZ L FNIEHT
£ 5%,

‘This is a weary day for me,” said good Aunt Martha, smiling through her tears, as she
embraced her nieces; ‘for I lose my dear companion in making you all happy; and what can
you give me, in return for my Marion?” ‘A converted brother,’ said the Doctor.

‘That’s something, to be sure,’ retorted Aunt Martha, ‘in such a farce as —’

‘No, pray don’t,” said the Doctor patiently. ‘Well, I won’t,” replied Aunt Martha. ‘But I
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consider myself ill used. I don’t know what’s to become of me wothout my Marion, after we
have lived together half-a-dozen years.” ‘You must come and live here, I suppose,” replied
the Doctor. ‘We shan’t quarrel now, Martha.” ‘Or you must get married, Aunt,” said Alfred.
‘Indeed,” returned the old lady, ‘I think it might be a good speculation if I were to set my cap
at Michael Warden, who, I hear, is come home much the better for his absence in all re-
spects. But as I knew him when he was a boy, and [ was not a very young woman then,
perhaps he mightn't respond. So I'll make up my mind to go and live with Marion, when she
marries, and until then (it will not be very long, I dare say) to live alone. What do you say,
Brother?’

‘I've a great mind to say it’s a ridiculous world altogether, and there’s nothing serious in it,”
observed the poor old Doctor. ‘You might take twenty affidavits of it if you chose, Anthony,’
said his sister; ‘but nobody would believe you with such eyes as those.’

‘It" a world full of hearts,” said the Doctor, hugging his younger daughter, and bending
across her to hug Grace — for he couldn’t separate the sisters; ‘and a serious world, with all
its folly — even with mine, which was enough to have swamped the whole globe; and it is a
world on which the sun never rises, but it looks upon a thousand bloodless battles that are
some set-off against the miseries and wickedness of Battle-Fields; and it is a world we need
be careful how we libel, Heaven forgive us, for it is a world of sacred mysteries, and its
Creator only knows what lies beneath the surface of His lightest image!” (p. 308)
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1) F.G. Kitton, Charles Dickens, His Life, Writings, and Personality (London, n.d.), p. 144 i2 &k % &,

The proprietor of that paper, Sir John Easthope, made certain proposals to him respecting a continuance
of those articles, or of a weekly letter apropos of his travelling experiences on the Continent — & &% %,

2) 18464 6 A11H Lausanne (2% % Rosemont Villa {Z% % 2\ >72 Dickens i, &%) The Battle of Life O
HH %, FT 6 H28H “Began Dombey” & F W72 H % 7% FH% KA Forster 123> TWw5b,

3)  Dickensian 2(1906), p. 209 12X % &,

Here he also prepared his third Christmas Book, The Battle of Life, which was published the following
December, and dedicated “to my English friends in Switzerland.” & & b, % ® K Aid Mrs. Watson T
ot o

4) F.G. Kitton, Charles Dickens, His Life, Writings, and Personality (London, n.d.), p. 133 {2 & 5 &, Tkt
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7)  The Cricket on the Hearth DB DEHHEIL,

Well! if you'll believe me, they have not been dancing five minutes, when suddenly the Carrier flings
his pipe away, takes Dot round the waist, dashes out into the the room, and starts off with her, toe and
heel, quite wonderfully. Tackleton no sooner sees this, than he skims across to Mrs. Fielding, takes
her round the waist, and follows suit. Old Dot no sooner sees this, than up he is, all alive, whisks of
Mrs.Dot in the middle of the dance, and is the foremost there. Caleb no sooner sees this, than he
clutches Tilly Slowboy by both hands and goes off at score; Miss Slowboy, firm in the belief that diving
hotly in among the other couples, and effecting any number of concussions with them, is your only princi-
ple of footing it.

Hark! how the cricket joins the music with its Chirp Chirp, Chirp; and how the kettle hums!

% % % % % % %k *

But what is this! Even as I listen to them, blithely, and turn towards Dot, for one last glimpse of a lit-
tle figure very pleasant to me, she and the rest have vanished into air, and I am left alone. A Cricket
sings upon the Hearth; a broken child’s-toy lies upon the ground;and nothing else remains. (Oxford Illus-
trated Dickens (London, 1960), p. 234)
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